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through the pillars, past the tremendous bastion, hewn
into perfect grottos, where sweetness and simplicity are
married in the gracious thirteenth-century work of the
pillars and roof, It is as though the later architect that
we find at work here, had taken pity on the mere brutality
of a thing so monstrous and so strong, and had redeemed
it, had given it a soul, as it were, by the fortunate accident
of beauty, carving m the thickness of the wall those
chapels of so delicate a perfection, with a certain careful-
ness of the material, really enriching it by far more than
the weight of precious stuff he has hewn away.
The church itself has to-day, by reason of its orna-
ment, much of the character of a fourteenth-century
building, and it is perhaps oniy-iii, the beautiful north-
western tower that we find.'the 'floe\and simple spirit
of the thirteenth century/altogether -unspoiled by any
later hand The cloister ruined and destroyed is of the
early fourteenth century, but in its present condition it is
hardly worth examination, It is .saicl that the retablo
over the high altar is a fine work'Sf Juan of Borgofta,
Pedro Berruguete, and Santos Cruz, but I was not able to
see it, the courtesy of the Chapter not extending so much
to a stranger.
It is strange that in a city so ancient the oldest churches
should have been built outside the walls, so that to-day
it is there we find, in S. Vicente for instance, or in S.
Pedro, buildings as old as the more ancient parts of the
cathedral or as the walls themselves. It is true that S.
Vicente has a certain reason for its position without the
city, for it was there on a stone, over which the church
stands, that S. Vicente and his sisters were martyred in
October 303. Their bodies were cast to the dogs, but
when a Jew (so the story goes) came by mocking the
poor tortured humanity, a serpent * flew from a hole there/
frightening him from the holy place, and for long it was